
Special Notes on Hitting

What Scouts Look For In Hitters

This is the hardest all tools to predict whether a player will hit major league pitching because you often do not know whether they will hit at the major league 
level until they get there.

The quality the most necessary to become a major league hitter is a smooth quick level swing. A player with a quick bat can wait on the pitches longer therefore 
have a better chance of hitting the ball harder. Another important quality to look for is a good knowledge of the strike zone. A player will not become a good 
hitter by swinging at pitches outside the strike zone. The more patient the hitter is, the more dangerous they become.

When hitting play close attention to your hands when you stride. If a player drops or raises his hands when the pitch is being delivered, he increases his chances 
of not hitting the ball hard. The hands should go back, the less unnecessary movement, the better. The harder the pitcher is throwing, the more mechanically 
correct the hitter needs to be to hit. A hitter that lunges, doesn’t keep his hands back, hitches or has a pronounced uppercut will not hit at a consistent level.

When evaluating hitters focus on tools, not statistics. You should scout tools not performance. Statistics are good for evaluating weaknesses. A hitter with a 
high strikeout and low walk total is swinging at too many bad pitches, unless corrected will never hit at a constant level.

A hitter should be able to turn on a good fastball on the inside part of the plate. If he can’t, he has little chance of becoming a good hitter, because pitchers must 
throw inside to be successful at the major league level. A hitter must be able to hit breaking pitches or he will not last at the major league or minor league level. 
Once word gets out about a hitters can’t hit the breaking pitches, he will see nothing else until he learns to hit it.


